	Appointment Cards
Tips for Use

Decide how many different partner options you would like each student to have (3 – 5 recommended):
· Create time slots for each partner option (examples: 9am, 10am, 12pm, 1pm)

Tips for balancing strategic pairing of students with student-choice:
· Choose partners for the first two time slots. Pair students strategically based on review of data and knowledge of students’ language proficiency. For example, “9am” is paired based on language proficiency levels; “10am” is paired based on reading fluency levels.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Allow students to choose their own partners for the remaining time slots. 

When lesson planning, teachers match the type of partner activity with the optimal partner arrangement. For example, teachers know that for “9am” all students will have a partner that was purposefully selected; yet, for activities that don’t require strategic pairing, teachers can tell students to meet with their later time slots. 
	Pinch Cards
True / Not True / True with Conditions

Use at the beginning of a lesson, to quickly assess students prior knowledge: 
· Example, grammar/writing. “Use your pinch cards to show me your answer: An adjective describes a person, place, or thing. [pinch]. In English, we put the adjective before the noun. [pinch]”

Use as an advance organizer to create interest in topic and activate students’ background knowledge: 
· Example, informational text-reading: “Use your pinch cards to show me your answer: All people who want to become US citizens should be able to.” (Students will read an expository article on the 14th amendment)

Use to promote meaningful, high-level class discussion. 
· Choose prompts that provoke thinking and different opinions . For example, “You should never judge a book by its cover.”
· When students select “True with Conditions,” use it as an opportunity for deeper discussion.
· Ask students to clarify their response: “Tell me more. What do you mean? Can you give me an example?”




	Pinch Cards
1 / 2 / 3

Use at the beginning of a lesson, to quickly assess students’ level of prior knowledge. 
· Present the new concept or skill, and ask students to rate their confidence level: 
1 = this is new to me, 2= this is familiar, but I need more information, 3 = I understand this and can teach it to my partner

Use it to formatively assess student learning. 
Check for understanding of a new vocabulary concept. 
Example: Read two example sentences using the word (one example; one non-example)
· “Students, pinch 1 if you think the first sentence is the correct use of the word. Pinch 2 if you think the second sentence is the correct use of the word.” 

Check for understanding of new content-specific ideas. 
Example: Each number corresponds to a concept or skill being learned (i.e., “multiple choice”) 
· Text types: 1 = literary fiction, 2 = literary nonfiction, 3 = informational
· “Students, pinch the number that describes the text we just read.” 
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